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Henrietta Lacks 
Sculpture Dedication

11 o’clock in the morning
October 4, 2023

Lacks Plaza
410 3rd Street
Roanoke, Virginia, 24011
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Platinum
- Appalachian Power
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ogether, we're telling overlooked stories of Roanoke's Black history.
We’re proud today to honor native daughter Henrietta Lacks, with the

presentation of a sculpture by Larry Bechtel and Bryce Cobbs. 

Henrietta Lacks was born Loretta Pleasant in Roanoke, Virginia, on
August 1, 1920. Mrs. Lacks was the source of the HeLa cell line that

has been critical to countless advances in medicine, saving and
extending the lives of people around the world. Henrietta Lacks passed

away on October 4, 1951, and today her cells continue their
monumental contribution. In Virginia, October 4 is now recognized as

Henrietta Lacks Day.

This sculpture is the result of our work as a community. More than 250
individuals and organizations contributed to the effort. The Hidden
Histories Committee, under the fiscal agency and leadership of the
Harrison Museum of African American Culture, thanks you for your

contributions, your energy, and your work toward an ever more aware,
just, and loving Roanoke. In that spirit, we present this sculpture as a

gift to the people of Roanoke, Virginia.
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